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Synopsis: 

     Mimura Shinnojo is a lower-class samurai serving his lord. Although he tries to perfect his sword technique at the Kibe Fencing School and is known for his intelligence, his primary job is to eat and test the lord’s food for poison. While disappointed with his position, he still enjoys a happy family life with his beautiful wife, Kayo, and his servant, Tokuhei, who has served the family since the time of Shinnojo’s father. But one day, he gets a horrible case of poisoning from some clams meant for his lord. He suffers a terrible fever, and is only saved by the dedicated ministrations of Kayo and Tokuhei. The clan officials first think this was an attempted assassination, but they soon realize it was just food poisoning. The man in charge of the kitchens, the kindly but old Higuchi Sakunosuke, is forced to commit seppuku to take responsibility.

     For the Mimura family, the problem is that Shinnojo finally wakes from his fever unable to see. Now incapable of performing his duty as a samurai, and instead forced to rely on others to even eat his food, Shinnojo tries to commit suicide. But when Kayo, who was an orphan saved by Shinnojo’s parents, tells him through tears that her only wish in life has been to be his wife, and thus if he kills himself, she will immediately follow him, he backs away from his rash decision. Now Shinnojo’s aunt Ine and other relatives set about considering how ensure Shinnojo’s future. Ine’s father calls Kayo and orders her to plead to someone in power to have the clan keep Shinnojo on, even at half stipend. She first thinks of Shimada Toya, an up-and-coming official from a prominent family whom she’s known since before she married and who just the other day offered to help. 

     The clan eventually decides quite graciously to keep Shinnojo on at full-stipend. A relieved Shinnojo asks Kayo, who had hidden his sword, to return it to its proper place. He visits the castle to deliver his thanks and begins to enjoy his new life when Ine informs him of rumors that Kayo has been seen about town with a man. Shinnojo flatly declares that Kayo is not such a woman, but enough doubts are raised in his mind that he sends Tokuhei out to follow her. To his horror, Tokuhei comes back to report that Kayo has been secretly having trysts with none other than Shimada Toya. Confronted with the truth, Kayo confesses, saying that Shimada had demanded her body in exchange for helping Shinnojo, and has now resorted to threats to continue the relationship. Ruing the fact that he had been happy with a stipend that had been obtained through the loss of his wife, Shinnojo rejects Kayo. Ignoring her pleas to kill her there, he declares a divorce and sends her out into the night, even though she has no relatives in the world. 

     Determined to restore his honor, Shinnojo begins practicing with the sword again. When he gets a feel for the weapon again, he visits his old teacher, Kibe Magohachiro, to ask for instruction. Knowing that he normally has little chance of winning, Kibe reminds him of what he advised him when Shinnojo graduated from the school: That victory can only be obtained if he is willing to die and the other is focused on living. The old teacher offers to help his former pupil in his quest for revenge, but Shinnojo refuses. This is a question of honor and he must go at it alone.

     Hearing from his former comrades that Shimada in fact did nothing to secure Shinnojo’s stipend, he becomes all the more determined to take revenge on this vicious coward. The problem is that Shimada is the best swordsman in the clan and Shinnojo is blind.

     Shinnojo orders Tokuhei to go to inform Shimada that he will be waiting at noon the next day by the river stable. Tokuhei fearfully delivers the message and hears from Shimada his determination to duel Shinnojo. The servant begs his master not to go to the duel, but Shinnojo reiterates the reasons he must do this. The next day Shinnojo and Tokuhei stand by the stables as Shimada walks up behind them. He tries to belittle the incident, but Shinnojo retorts that his actions prove he is no real samurai. Insulted, Shimada says he will fight to his fullest ability, but is surprised to see how well Shinnojo responds. But he still thinks he has the advantage on this blind man, so he sneaks behind the stable when a gust of wind comes up. Shinnojo repeats to himself his teacher’s advice, just as Shimada towers above him on to the roof of the stable. He tries to distract him by throwing his scabbard off to the side, but Shinnojo senses him as he jumps from the roof and cuts through his arm. When Tokuhei runs up, Shinnojo declares he is satisfied and will not deliver the final blow. 

     The next day, a friend tells Shinnojo that Shimada ended up committing suicide after being taken to the castle. But no one could find out who had defeated Shimada. As he leaves, the friend notes that one of the two love birds Shinnojo was keeping in a cage has died. As Tokuhei buries the bird, Shinnojo wonders how he will live his life from now on, having to eat the lousy food Tokuhei prepares. The servant suggests hiring a girl to cook for them and Shinnojo agrees. As Tokuhei goes to get the girl, Shinnojo lets the last bird go and burns the cage. He sits down for dinner and voices his regrets over doubting Kayo. Then, taking a bite, he notices a familiar flavor. He orders Tokuhei to bring forth the girl he hired to cook for him, and immediately senses it is Kayo. He thanks her for coming back and orders Tokuhei to get another birdcage and pair of birds. 
Notes: 
     Love and Honor is the third period film that Yamada Yoji has directed based on stories written by Fujisawa Shuhei, the first two being The Twilight Samurai (“Tasogare Seibei,” 2002) and The Hidden Blade (“Kakushiken oni no tsume,” 2004). Yamada is most famous for his comedies featuring the itinerant peddler Tora-san, but he has always shown a concern for the lower or lower-middle class residents of Japan, a focus that has been transferred to medieval Japan for these three films, which all center on the lives and loves of low-level samurai who are abused or manipulated by their superiors. The film garnered considerable publicity in Japan because it stars Kimura Takuya, one of the members of SMAP, Japan’s most popular male idol singing group, in his first period film. 
